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The revised Canton Public 

Schools curriculum entails 

increased rigor due to:  

• Changes related to the 

Standards for Mathematical 

Practices and grade-level shifts 

to content in new state 

standards  

• Our former program Everyday 

Mathematics required significant 

modifications and outside 

materials to support the revised 

Canton Public Schools 

Curriculum 

Why do we need a new Mathematics resource? 



Canton Public Schools Administrators and 

Teachers took the process of selecting a Math 

Program seriously and with a skillful focus: 

• Since the Common Core State Standards 

were introduced, the district has been 

exploring Math Programs 

• A district committee has been working hard the 

past 2 years looking at exemplary 

mathematical practices 

• Administrators and teachers have looked at 

several Math Programs over the past 3.5 years 

• District Math Committee visited Regional 

School  District 10 to talk to Administrators, 

Teachers, and observe classrooms 

• Central Office Administrators have spoken to 5 

other districts’ colleagues and parents whose 

children are in districts who use Bridges Math 

Canton Public Schools Plan of Action 



Exemplary Mathematical Practices For Program Analysis 

• Implement Tasks that Promote 

Reasoning and Problem Solving 

• Use and Connect Mathematical 

Representations 

• Facilitate Meaningful Mathematical 

Discourse 

• Pose Purposeful Questions 

• Build Procedural Fluency from 

Conceptual Understanding 

• Support Productive Struggle in Learning 

Mathematics 

• Elicit and Use Evidence of Student 

Thinking 

 



Why Bridges in Mathematics, 2nd Edition 

• Strong resource to support Canton Public 

Schools Mathematics Curriculum  

• Teachers support it and are excited to 

learn to use it  

• Adaptable for a wide range of learners  

• Network of professional development 

support for Bridges implementation 



A Publisher  with a Mission 

Bridges is published by The Math Learning Center aka 

MLC, a nonprofit organization completely dedicated to  

K-12 math education. 

The organization grew out of a National Science 

Foundation grant and was founded in 1976 by three 

math educators. 

An emphasis on visual models grew out of their research 

and field experience and has been foundational to MLC’s 

approach for several decades. 

Among several math programs developed by MLC over 

the years, the most widely used is Bridges first edition 

which has been implemented in thousands of classrooms 

across the country and in several international locations. 

About Math Learning Center 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/about 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/about


A Unique Math Curriculum 

• Bridges second edition was rebuilt from the 

ground up to faithfully and comprehensively 

address the Common Core State Standards 

for Content and Math Practices 

• Like the original program, Bridges second 

edition is an inquiry-based and student-

centered curriculum focused on developing 

mathematical thinking  

• The curriculum draws on best practices, the 

power of visual models, and decades of 

experience in creating engaging and 

developmentally appropriate materials. 

 

Bridges Overview 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/overview 

 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/overview


Structures and Components of  Bridges Math 



A Comprehensive Package 

Bridges classroom packages provide a wealth of 

classroom materials as well as access to online support. 

Teacher Guides 

Teachers materials are organized into 8 units. The last 

unit in grades 1-5 is an integrated science unit. 

 

 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components 

Components – Teachers Guides 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components


A Comprehensive Package 

The extensive collection of materials in Bridges help 

make math come alive. 

Games and Activities: Bridges includes colorful, durable, 

pre-made components including card decks, spinners, 

and game boards that support over three dozen Work 

Places at each grade level. 

Manipulatives: Bridges includes a comprehensive 

manipulative kit that supports up to thirty students. 

These virtual manipulatives are free and can be a great 

way to engage parents. 

Word Resource Cards: With over 200 definitions across 

grades K-5, word resource cards build essential math 

vocabulary. The combination of illustrations and 

definitions make the vocabulary accessible to developing 

readers and ELL students. 

Children’s Literature: All grade levels include children's 

literature recommendations and most include one or 

more books as part of the classroom package. 

Components – Class Materials 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components 

Ā ext page ï select Number Corner tab. 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components


A Comprehensive Package 

Every Bridges classroom package includes Number 

Corner, a self-contained program that is also available 

separately and can be used with any math curriculum. 

 

Number Corner complements the Bridges units through 

20-minute daily workouts that develop conceptual 

understanding and procedural fluency in the context of 

problem solving. 

 

Like Bridges, Number Corner includes a full set of 

classroom materials. 

 

For more information go to: 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/nc/overview 

Components – Number Corner 

 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/nc/overview
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components


A Comprehensive Package 

Student books include instructions, worksheets, 

and record sheets for group work, independent 

practice, and homework. 

 

There are three titles at all grade levels:  

- Bridges Student Book 

- Number Corner Student Book 

- Home Connections  

All titles are available as printed consumable 

student books. However, they are also included 

in PDF format as part of the Bridges Educators 

site, allowing teachers to print pages as needed. 

Components – Student Books 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components


A Comprehensive Package 

The Bridges Educator site provides 24/7 online 

access for support resources and the entire 

content of the curriculum. 

A free online account is included with the 

purchase of every Bridges classroom package. 

Components – Educator Site 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/components


An Integrated and Coherent Program 

Each grade level page includes: 

- A summary of the year 

- Complete CCSS correlations including the 

practices 

- A content outline by unit and module 

- Sample materials including assessment guide 

excerpts  

Bridges by Grade 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade


Building Mathematical Thinkers 

Bridges fully addresses both the content and 

practice standards. 

The curriculum is rigorous, coherent, engaging, 

and accessible. 

Key Points 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/testimonials 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/testimonials


Math Instructional Time; 

• 60 minutes Bridges Math 

• 20 Minutes Number Corner 

* Increase of 20 minutes in Math Instruction 

 

http://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation 

Increased Math Time 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade


There is a Connecticut User Group that meets quarterly. 

In Person and Online professional learning are both 

available for school districts.  

The following Districts/Schools in Connecticut are using 

Bridges math: 

• Madison 

• Ellington 

• Region 10 

• Region 12 

• Hebron 

• Region 15 

• Mansfield 

• Guilford 

• Sherman 

• New Canaan Country Day School 

• Pomfret 

• Thompson 

 

http://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation 

Quick Facts About Bridges 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade


Strengths  

• Developing students’ critical thinking skills, 

mathematical discourse, and active engagement 

with the subject  

• Supporting students to reach computational 

fluency  

• Supporting teachers in meeting the needs of both 

struggling learners and high achieving learners  

• Implementation support and responsiveness from 

the Math Learning Center  

Challenges  

• Math content and pedagogical knowledge 

• Time to prepare 

• Professional Development  

• Required initial parent information sessions, but 

no district stated that there have been persistent 

negative parent responses  

http://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation 

Feedback from other Districts 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade


Bridges and Mathematics Website 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/ 

 

More information on Bridges in Mathematics,  

2nd Edition 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/overview 

 

More information on Number Corner 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/nc/overview 

 

Support for Families by Grade Level 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/support/bridges 

 

 

http://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation 

Additional Resources and Support for Families 

http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/overview
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/nc/overview
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/support/bridges
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/bridges/grade


Guilford Public Schools 

Region #10 Public School 

Madison Public Schools 

Region #12 Public Schools 

Hebron Public Schools 

Ellington Public Schools 

Mansfield Public Schools 

Math Learning Center 

Canton Public Schools Math Committee 

 

http://bridges.mathlearningcenter.org/implementation 
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